
Members,

We’ve said it for a long time, and now the proof is in: Worksafe ACT 
is failing Canberra workers.

Over 3000 workers are injured in Canberra every year. That’s more 
than 57 people a week. The rate of serious injuries on Canberra 
worksites is the second highest in the country, well above the 
Australian average. 

What those numbers translate too, especially for those of us that 
work in construction, is more than 57 families each week enduring 
both the physical pain of an injury and the stress and anxiety that 
comes from being unable to work. 

And that’s just the lucky ones. 18 Australian construction workers 
have been killed at work already in 2017.

Despite this, Worksafe ACT have handed out 70% less infringement 
notices in 2014-2015 than they did the year before. Despite hiring 
more inspectors, Worksafe ACT inspected 10% fewer workplaces. 
This it not good enough, and working people are paying the price. 

I’ve heard members calling them Weaksafe, and I think that’s fair 
enough.

That is why Canberra needs an independent Worksafe authority – 
an authority that believes, like us, that safety at work should be the 
number one priority.

This month, Unions ACT launched a campaign to demand an end 
to Weaksafe. They want to see an independent Worksafe Authority 
that puts safety first. I urge you all to join that campaign. 

Sign up now at weareunioncbr.org.au/Weaksafe

And remember, if you ever feel unsafe at work: Stand up, speak out 
and come home.In solidarity,

Dean Hall 
CFMEU ACT Secretary

PROTECTING OUR MEMBERS 
AND THE COMMUNITY
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TO KEEP UP TO DATE OR TO RECEIVE THE BUILDING WORKER MONTHLY VIA EMAIL, HEAD TO:

act.cfmeu.org.au

BUILDING CODE: 
Don’t meet, don’t sign

LIGHT RAIL: 
Fight for Stage 2

After years of political struggle the Liberals finally 
managed to pass back into law the Australian Building and 
Construction Commission, and with it, their Building Code.

The Building Code is an extra set of rules that the Builders 
must adhere to in order to tender for any Government funded 
construction projects. The new code has the effect of forcing 
employers who have successfully negotiated an EBA with 
their employees to renegotiate and remove certain clauses 
just so that they can be eligible for Government work. 

The most important thing that any union member can do 
is to be informed and to make sure that your coworkers 
are too. There have already been examples of companies 
springing votes on employees with barely any notice in 
order to terminate or alter EBAs. This has left members 
confused and scared for their jobs. If an employer is talking 
about “code compliance” and trying to push a vote on an 
alteration or termination of an EBA – Contact the CFMEU. 

Members are being pressured to vote on dodgy 
agreements and pay-cuts all over the country under 
the guise of becoming “code compliant” Don’t be 
fooled. Call the CFMEU to be sure. We can help!

As a union, we fought to get the ACT light rail project 
off the ground – and now we’re fighting for stage 2. 

The ACT Government’s current scheduling leaves a 
gap between the completion of stage 1 and the start of 
stage 2, leaving our members in the lurch. It’s not good 
enough, and it’s easy to fix – but we need your help 
the let the Government know how important it is. 

We’ve been out speaking to members about 
why stage 2 matters, and we’ve produced a 
series of videos with their personal stories. 

CFMEU member Casey told us that the delay in commencing 
stage 2 of the light rail project would mean returning to her 
old job in retail, and delaying further studies. Garry said 
that without stage 2, he might even have to leave Canberra 
to find work. John, who moved from interstate to work on 
the light rail project told us he was proud of being part of 
a project that would make Canberra better, and he doesn’t 
want to have to leave the city with the job half done. 

Keep an eye on the CFMEU ACT Facebook Page 
as we release these videos, and be sure to join 
the campaign at act.cfmeu.org.au/lightrail


